Legalizing Marijuana in the United States of America

The issue of marijuana legalization has been a key source of debate over the years with people expressing different opinions on the topic. As many states started to legalize medical marijuana, still 30% of the states illegalize the use of marijuana. However, numerous scientific research papers have shown that marijuana had more benefits than most other drugs. Legalizing marijuana would allow the state or country enjoy these benefits over those who have not yet legalized it. Marijuana should be legalized in all the States because of its medical, economic and social values. Marijuana should be legalized due to various advantages such as medicinal benefits, the potential revenue which can be generated from sale of the drug as well as the reduction of crimes associated with drug trafficking.

The drug has medicinal benefits and low harm associated with marijuana use compared to other drugs which are often abused.  When compared to other drugs that have already been legalized like tobacco and alcohol, marijuana is less harmful. Unlike tobacco which is taken by smoking, cannabis dose does not need to be smoked. Products such as topical pine relief and other non-smoking applications are now availed thus reducing the risk of getting diseases such as lung cancer which is caused by smoking tobacco. Among the advantages of the legalization of marijuana is that it has a lot of medicinal value. It is used in optical centers to treat eye dysfunctions such as glaucoma. Such diseases often lead to blindness if not treated well. However, marijuana reduces the pressure caused to the eye as a result of glaucoma and keeps the pain away. (Lederer, 2012) It has also been established that marijuana is a safer pin reliver than other prescriber drugs such as opioids which are highly addictive. Opioids are a very dangerous and addictive drug, when the body is used to this drug it can make your brain believe that it can’t survive without it. In 2019, an estimated 10.1 million people aged 12 or older misused opioids in the past year (National Survey on Drug Use and Health, 2019), and many of these people turned to Heroin. All this could have been avoided if Marijuana was legal and was used as pain reliever instead of opioids. 

Marijuana is a potential source of revenue for the country due to the high cost of the drug. Marijuana is one of American’s most selling agricultural products. It has brought a lot of untold revenue for the country. The production of marijuana has also provided a lot of skilled and unskilled jobs for the general population (Patel et al., 2019). An estimation done has discovered that a lot of money that could have been used in the country’s development was wasted trying to endlessly fight the use of marijuana. However, the United States of America can definitely benefit from if marijuana is legalized and regulated, the industry can generate billions of cash from the production and sale of the drug. Canada is the perfect example for the counties who benefit from legalizing marijuana, in the first year Canada growth increased by $8.2 billion dollar just from Cannabis and they created around 9,000 jobs. (David George-Cosh 2019).

Marijuana legalization will help in fighting crimes associated with illegal trafficking of the drugs. The legalization of marijuana decreases in crime rates and puts an end to costly enforcement of marijuana laws that burden the judiciary and police. Initially, marijuana accounted for most of the manufacturing and sale drug arrests. Ever since its legalization, the pressure on the judicial system has reduced as there it’s no longer a need for illegal smuggling and procession of the drug. There is a set standard required for legalized cannabis which includes testing, meaning consumers are made well aware of the product they are consuming. Unlike street marijuana, legalized cannabis must go through safety measures to ensure it is safe for human consumption. Besides, legalized marijuana places control of the market in the government's hand which helps to stage out black markets and takes away money from criminal's hands and drug cartels. Legalization brings an end to black markets as the dealers no longer have to sell them illegally. When the marijuana business is licensed and regulated by the government, the dealers pay revenue and money is taken away from criminal gangs.

Conclusion 
The debate about the legalization of marijuana and whether it brings more benefits or advantages continues. Marijuana has advantages and disadvantages which have influenced the legalization and prohibition of the drug in various states. There are, however, various reasons why marijuana should be legalized. Marijuana has more advantages than harm considering its medicinal value. Unlike other drugs such as tobacco which can be carcinogenic, marijuana has medicinal advantages such as pain relief. Legalization of marijuana would be a source of revenue from exporting or selling drug locally due to the high price compared to tobacco. Crime rates associated with drug trafficking are likely to reduce upon legalization of the drug. Legalizing the drug reduces the number of street gangs who perpetrate various crimes while selling the drug on the streets. 
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